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SILVER HEIGHTS VINEYARD, leading the way for biodynamic viticulture 
and minimal-intervention winemaking in China, is now ready to launch their 
newest collection of Natural Wines: Jiayuan 家园. Three single-varietal cuvées 
have been produced created in very limited quantity (less than 3000 bottles 
each), using an extremely purist approach to winemaking that focuses on wild-
yeast fermentation, no filtration, and minimal sulfur.

“From the early days, we have always been guided by the ancient wisdom 
of Jieqi  (节气) solar terms, and we also used organic practices to avoid 
chemicals and artificial pesticide. Now since 2017, our estate fully embraces 
biodynamic farming. Celebrating our passion for minimal-intervention 
winemaking, the Jiayuan collection strives to express the raw beauty of 
our eco-system. By cultivating harmony with the seasons, encouraging the 
transformations that nature brings forth, we nurture energy and vitality 
throughout our vines for it to be expressed in every bottle.” 
               - Emma Gao

Owner and winemaker of Silver Heights Vineyard, Emma Gao has been 
a pioneering figure of China’s modern wine scene. Raised in Ningxia, her 
father taught her to appreciate the potential for the area’s unique terroir and 
agriculture. She studied in Bordeaux, obtaining the prestigious Diplome 
National d’Oenologue, and went on to visit many of the world’s top wine regions. 
Returning to Yinchuan in 2007, her family launched Silver Heights Vineyards, 
making artisanal wines that demonstrated craftsmanship, integrity and passion. 
They used organic viticulture principles to farm their tiny family farm, while 

Press Release also partnering with additional farmers, sharing best practices. Eventually their 
singular attention to quality and authenticity would help bring critical acclaim to 
Ningxia as China’s premier wine growing region.

Gaining early positive reviews from the world’s most respected media (Jancis 
Robinson / Robert Parker / RVF), Emma showed that China could produce artisanal 
wines with balance, delicacy and longevity. Since their beginning days, Silver 
Heights embraced natural techniques in farming, while also following the ancient 
Chinese principles of Jieqi (well respected in agricultural parts of the country). 
After 2015, the winery was able to make their wines from 100% estate fruit, and 
eventually earn the Chinese Government’s Organic Certification. Moreover, since 
2017, the focus has been on enhancing the ecosystem and soils of their vineyards by 
converting to Biodynamic Viticulture. Her estate now includes shanyang, chickens, 
horses and donkeys which all contribute to the nutrient-rich composts and the 
vineyard’s cycle of life. This holistic approach and passionate philosophy allowed 
her understanding of winemaking to progress using only the most delicate hand to 
guide the wines fermentation and evolution.

Silver Heights wines are now sold around the world, showing the elegance and finesse 
expected of the world’s best Chateaux. Emma Gao continues to gradually expand 
her production capability, while also pushing for innovation in her repertoire of 
wines. For over a decade, the winery has been consistently setting an example as 
a multigenerational family winery prioritizing sustainability and harmony with 
nature.
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2002
Emma receives her 
Diplome National 

d’Oenologue in 
Bordeaux.

1997-2007
Father Gao Lin works in 
viticulture, studying the 
best soil sites of Ningxia, 

with travel to Europe 
for researching best 

practices.

2007
Silver Heights Vineyard 
is established, with the 

first wines released.

Robert Parker awarded 
Silver Heights Family 

Reserve Chardonnay 91 
points.

2013
Silver Heights featured 
in “the World Atlas of 

Wine” representing East
Helan Foothills.

2018
On the way to Demeter 

certification.

2019
The Drinks Business 

2019 Top10 most 
influential women in 

China’s Wine Industry.

2020
Chinese National 
standard organic 

certificate for planting 
and processing.

2021
93 pt JS on 1st vintage 

Jiayuan Pinot Noir.

2003-2004
Emma works at Chateau 
Calon Segur, Bordeaux.

2010
Jancis Robinson awarded 

Silver Heights The 
Summit 2013 16.5 points 

(the highest score in 
China).

In 2010, Jancis visited 
Silver Heights writing 

that it is another bright 
light to have emerged 

on the modern Chinese 
wine scene.

2015
Best Chinese Wine - HK 

International Wine & 
Spirits Competition.

2014 & 2019
Silver Heights poured for 
two estate dinners, first 

for Li Keqiang &
Angela Merkel (Beijing), 
second for President Xi 

Jinpin and Emanuel
Macron.

2021
EU organic conversion

certificate.

2020
Robert Parker awarded 
Silver Heights Emma’s 

Reserve 94 points.
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91 points

94 points

                2022
upgraded the 
brand image, 
the packaging 

produced using 
recycled paper



2010
Wine Spectator Magazine
Jeanniecholee.com
Adega Brazil

2011
Jing Daily
Luxury Society
Aljazeera English
Jing Daily

2012
Jancis Robinson
Youtube – Davos du Vin
Wine Travel Stories
Australian Fin. Review

2013
Decanter Magazine
Global Times
Fine Wine Concierge

2014
The Flying Winemaker
Jeannie Cho Lee – Master of 
Wine

Wine China
The Drinks Business
Wine Explorers
Medals: Wine China

2015
New York Times
Le Figaro
Decanter Magazine
Vinous Antonio Galloni
The Tasting Book
Singapore Wine Vault
Beijing Review
Thirsty Dragon
Chinesefinewines.com
La Chine Au Present

2016
Le Monde
The Guardian
Nowness
Youtube – The Flying 
Winemaker

China Daily
Winesinfo.com
Ceidea.com
French People Magazine
Grape Wall of China

2017
Most Creative People of 2017
China Daily
Youtube - China Daily
South China Morning Post
Drinks Business -10 Most 
Influential Women in Wine
The Buyer
#Legend
China Hands Magazine
Wild Orchid News
Vinitaly Cision
Contention of Smell 
of Taste

2018
Vogue China
New China TV – Youtube
Decanter Magazine
The New Yorker

Youtube – Fous de Nous
WSET Global
Inkstone News
Caplan Japan
Gismiondionwine

2019
Bloomberg.com
Esquire Magazine
Caixin
Italian Wine Podcast
Imbibe.com
French.xinhua.net
Helioswinemedia.com
World Wine Women
Culinary Backstreets

2020
Winefolly
James Suckling
The Washington Post
DE TIJD
Vino Joy News
Youtube - The China 
Institute
Shanghai Daily

The World of Chinese Wine
The Wine Economist
Studiokom Unconventional 
Chinese Terroir
Cultures of Booze

2021
James Suckling
James Suckling
Grandes Excolhas
China Daily
Zeit Magazin
De Telegraaf
IAN D’Agata
Evening Standard
Thedrinksbusiness
China Daily
Vino Joy News
WINWSA
The Peak Magazine
Terrior Sense
NBC News Now

Media Coverage
(Tap link to read)
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2022
MAGZTER
Terrior Sense
DangDai 
magazine（Argentina)
Food & Wine

2023
James Suckling
Robert Parker
CITYA.M.
LIFE&STYLE
LAVINIUM
La Repubblica
Terrior Sense
Wine-Searcher
epicture Vietnam
LUXE
Condé Nast Traveler
Vino Joy News

https://www.bayoo.net/
https://www.jeanniecholee.com/my_views/dont-say-boutiq/
https://revistaadega.uol.com.br/artigo/empresa-se-torna-a-primeira-adega-boutique-da-china_2151.html
https://jingdaily.com/qa-winemaker-emma-gao-of-boutique-chinese-micro-winery-silver-heights/
https://www.luxurysociety.com/en/articles/2011/04/how-does-chinese-wine-stack-up-experts-weigh-in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21-UKLtkxNE
https://jingdaily.com/how-does-chinese-wine-stack-up-experts-weigh-in/
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/emma-gao-a-story-of-wine-today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmuxgEnXLo8
http://www.winetravelstories.com/2012/09/visiting-silver-heights-winery-in.html
http://www.maparchitecture.com/wp-content/themes/maparchitecture/images/news/newspdf/31.pdf
https://www.decanterchina.com/en/news/small-winery-with-big-plans
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/810825.shtml
https://finewineconcierge.com/chinese-wine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yORPE6gsZrg
https://www.jeanniecholee.com/asian_palate/the-story-behind-emma-gao/
https://www.jeanniecholee.com/asian_palate/the-story-behind-emma-gao/
http://www.winechina.com/html/2014/10/201410269370.html
http://www.the-buyer.net/people/producer/china-feature-1-silver-heights/
https://www.wine-explorers.net/en/travelog/emma-gao-great-lady-silver-heights
http://www.winechina.com/html/2014/08/201408267149.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/08/business/international/chinas-winemakers-seek-to-grow-their-own-napa-valley.html?_r=1
https://avis-vin.lefigaro.fr/vins-du-monde/carnet-de-voyage/o116521-emma-gao-la-grande-dame-de-silver-heights
https://www.decanterchina.com/en/news/ningxia-wine-producers-go-beyond-cabernet-sauvignon
https://vinous.com/articles/china-in-the-dragon-s-throat-apr-2015
https://tastingbook.com/p/silver_heights_vineyard?language=en
https://www.singaporewinevault.com/chinas-peaceful-rise-in-the-international-wine-scene/
http://www.bjreview.com/Nation/201509/t20150910_800037831.html
https://books.google.it/books?id=MbXgBwAAQBAJ&pg=PA289&lpg=PA289&dq=Gao+yuan+silverheights&source=bl&ots=6fKdlCmIVz&sig=ACfU3U2s8539fJ5rlnQhNdFfCIp6MMleFQ&hl=en&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.chinesefinewines.com/2015/09/wines-of-china-ningxia-news.html?m=0
http://www.chinatoday.com.cn/french/Societe/article/2015-10/30/content_707405.htm
https://www.lemonde.fr/vins/article/2016/10/24/en-chine-l-or-rouge-du-ningxia_5018983_3527806.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/14/china-bordeaux-wine-region-desert-ningxia-vineyards-gold-rush
https://www.nowness.com/series/food-forward/china-wine-emma-gao-jungles-in-paris
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79HIKAdGxrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79HIKAdGxrI
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201609/22/WS5a30f1a5a3108bc8c6730a9b.html
http://en.winesinfo.com/html/2016/6/190-65861.html
http://ceidea.com/show.asp?showid=1949
http://french.people.com.cn/VieSociale/n3/2016/0922/c31360-9118526.html
https://www.grapewallofchina.com/2016/12/28/new-china-wines-torres-and-silver-heights-release-two-blends-under-the-last-warrior-label/
https://www.fastcompany.com/person/emma-gao
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2017-08/29/content_31271032.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tw4GW7EO8wo
https://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/food-drink/article/2101369/winemaker-emma-gao-why-she-left-france-her-native
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2019/03/top-10-most-influential-women-in-chinas-wine-trade/7/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2019/03/top-10-most-influential-women-in-chinas-wine-trade/7/
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2019/03/top-10-most-influential-women-in-chinas-wine-trade/7/
https://hashtaglegend.com/culture/emma-gao-ningxia-winery-silver-heights-here-save-world-one-grape-time/
https://chinahandsmagazine.org/2017/01/23/cheers-to-china/
http://wildorchidnews.com/?p=64
https://www.prweb.com/releases/2017/02/prweb14095482.htm
https://www.vogue.com/article/emma-gaos-mission-to-transform-global-perceptions-of-winemaking-in-her-native-china
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIms2pD6Z6s
http://www.changyu-moser-xv.de/fileadmin/PR/Decanter_JUN18_Ningxia_by_Jane_Anson.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/03/12/can-wine-transform-chinas-countryside
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5UKElQOsbQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.wsetglobal.com/knowledge-centre/blog/2018/august/29/qa-with-alexa-boulton-communications-exports-director-at-silver-heights-winery
https://www.inkstonenews.com/food/female-winemakers-chinas-wine-capital-ningxia/article/2179825
https://www.caplan.jp/wine/class/special/181204_chinese_wine_seminar/index.html
https://gismondionwine.com/tasting-notes/201808/silver-heights-the-summit-2015/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-05/china-s-drinkers-love-a-fine-wine-as-long-as-it-s-not-chinese
https://www.esquiresg.com/features/the-rise-of-wine-in-ningxia-china-and-the-race-to-catch-up-with-its-european-counterparts/
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2019-10-19/the-wineries-transforming-the-tourism-landscape-of-dusty-ningxia-101473008.html
https://issuu.com/hkiwsc/docs/spit_journal_-_fall_winter_2019
https://imbibe.com/news/enter-the-dragon-how-ningxia-is-putting-chinese-wine-on-the-map/
http://french.xinhuanet.com/2017-10/19/c_136692106.htm
https://helioswinemedia.com/2019/11/12/%25E9%2593%25B6%25E8%2589%25B2%25E9%25AB%2598%25E5%259C%25B0%25EF%25BC%258C%25E6%259D%25A5%25E8%2587%25AA%25E4%25B8%25AD%25E5%259B%25BD%25E5%25AE%2581%25E5%25A4%258F%25E7%259A%2584%25E5%25AE%25B6%25E6%2597%258F%25E9%2585%2592%25E5%25BA%2584-silver-heights-a-family-winery-from-ningxia-china/
https://worldwinewomen2019.wixsite.com/worldwinewomen/china-ningxia
https://culinarybackstreets.com/cities-category/shanghai/2019/best-bites-2019-10/
https://winefolly.com/deep-dive/a-primer-to-chinese-wine-regional-guide-with-maps/
https://www.jamessuckling.com/wine-tasting-reports/report-asias-answer-bordeaux-blossoming/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/photography/2020/01/24/these-are-women-leading-chinas-wine-revolution/
https://www.tijd.be/politiek-economie/internationaal/azie/chinese-cabernet-sauvignon-is-een-hit/10263663.html
https://vino-joy.com/2020/06/25/is-china-capable-of-producing-world-class-wines/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8I6603_GUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8I6603_GUE
https://archive.shine.cn/sunday/Discovering-delicious-Ningxia/shdaily.shtml
https://www.theworldofchinese.com/2020/05/grape-expectations/
https://wineeconomist.com/category/china-wine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCWM1UbjpF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCWM1UbjpF8
http://www.culturesofbooze.com/silver-heights-chinas-ningxia-top-wine-producer-delivers/
https://www.jamessuckling.com/wine-tasting-reports/top-10-chinese-wines-2020/
https://www.jamessuckling.com/wine-tasting-reports/2020-ningxia-report/
https://grandesescolhas.com/assinaturas
https://cn.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202104/02/WS6066c150a3101e7ce9747546.html
https://www.zeit.de/zustimmung?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zeit.de%2Fzeit-magazin%2F2021%2F15%2Fweinbau-china-wein-qualitaet-winzer-konkurrenz-weinindustrie%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1i5qe_5tyznCqTe0CXjZ512gSY5Oeo3u6vEKzydlr84tGjD_IcXfRYfLk%26trk%3Darticle_share_wechat
https://www.telegraaf.nl/financieel/1494092515/china-is-op-zoek-naar-de-heilige-wijngraal
https://terroirsense.com/en/p/3135.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/reveller/bars/best-25-wines-try-before-die-white-red-fizz-pinot-champagne-b950191.html?amp&trk=article_share_wechat
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2021/07/ningxia-wine-exports-reach-new-high/?trk=article_share_wechat
https://cn.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202107/04/WS60e1b8e7a3101e7ce9758039.html?trk=article_share_wechat
http://vino-joy.com/2021/07/06/silver-heights-leads-ningxia-wine-exports/amp/?trk=article_share_wechat
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/bpLmQz3lqxyvyo6iR-4e8g?trk=article_share_wechat
https://www.thepeakmagazine.com.sg/gourmet-travel/china-wine-going-beyond-bordeaux-blends-and-styles/?trk=article_share_wechat
https://terroirsense.com/en/p/3135.html?trk=article_share_wechat
https://www.nbcnews.com/now/video/chinese-wines-try-to-compete-with-napa-and-bordeaux-124397125990
https://www.magzter.com/stories/Lifestyle/Tatler-Malaysia/Jobs-for-the-Girls
https://terroirsense.com/en/p/6325.html
https://www.jamessuckling.com/wine-tasting-reports/top-100-wines-china-2022/
https://www.robertparker.com/articles/Y23sfGzCFfwwiRWwC/china-fine-wine-2022
https://www.cityam.com/why-chinese-wine-is-so-hot-right-now/?amp=1
https://www.cityam.com/straits-kitchen-at-the-pan-pacific-hotel-is-great-for-chinese-wine/
https://www.lavinium.it/il-vino-di-qualita-nellestremo-oriente-silver-heights-vineyard-e-altri-casi-cinesi/
https://www.repubblica.it/il-gusto/2023/02/27/news/slow_wine_fair_vino_e_biodiversita_edizione_dei_record-389770000/
https://terroirsense.com/en/p/8437.html
https://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2023/03/chinas-new-wave-of-natural-wine
http://epicurevietnam.com/events-1/vietnam/silver-heights-new-revolution-of-chinese-wine?fbclid=IwAR0KIgkpq7F5UDx0Zynmln9j-80PobJqa0BgM-o56RzTsFD0iEsdgRSA_Jg_aem_AV7e8lqwBHtjF4aiSeS-sKwn8KOFVJ74hd3nMnkQy93UMKwvCH2lAoDOesRMiyX9EZI&mibextid=S66gvF
https://vino-joy.com/2023/09/03/china-now-has-its-first-demeter-certified-winery/


Contacts

For direct inquiries email
export@silverheights.cn

Phone (+86) 0951-5085639
Email info@silverheights.cn

Fb @silverheightsvineyard
Ig @silverheightsvineyard
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